REFORMERS   AND   REVOLUTIONARIES
On June 29, 1559, Henry II was grievously wounded while
engaged in a friendly tournament with Count Montgomery,
captain of the Scottish Guard. The lance struck him above
the right eye. Pare and several other surgeons attended him,
and Vesalius came firom Brussels by the order of Philip of Spain.
They dissected the heads of four criminals, to ascertain what
direction the lance may have taken, but to no purpose. The king
died on the eleventh day, leaving a widow, the notorious Catherine
of Medici, and three weakly and worthless sons, to carry on his
work. The eldest, Francis II, husband of Mary Stuart, Queen
of Scots, survived his father by only eighteen months. At the age
of seventeen he died from disease of the ear, with severe headache,
probably meningitis of otitic origin. Pare was suspected of having
put poison in his ear by command of the Queen Mother. Despite
this malicious accusation, Pare retained his Court appointment
under Charles IX, who died of phthisis fourteen years later, and
then under Henry III, who was assassinated a year before Pare
died.
In the terrible massacre of St. Bartholomew, August 22, 1572,
Ambroise Pare, who two days previously had attended Admiral
Coligny, the Huguenot general, mortally wounded by an assassin,
was himself in great danger, as he was believed to be a Huguenot.
Charles IX, though in favour of the slaughter, sheltered Par6 in
his own room, as he agreed that " it was not reasonable that
one who was worth a whole world of men should be thus nuu>
dered." Whether Ambroise was Huguenot or Catholic has often
been argued. Certainly his two marriages were celebrated with
Catholic rites, and all his nine children were baptized into the
Roman Church.
His services to surgery did not merely concern gunshot
wounds. He discussed in detail the treatment of fractures and
dislocations, he abolished castration in herniotomy, he suggested
that syphilis was a cause of aneurysm, he invented artery
forceps and many another instrument, and he knew all that was
to be known, about sick nursing.1 Keenly interested in all
aspects of medicine, he investigated old wives5 cures, and even
purchased the recipes of charlatans so that they might be gener-
ally available.
Even if he did believe in evil spirits, in the power of the
saints, and in the influence of the stars, his works are still
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